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Abstract 
 
Case Description- A 2-years-old female Iranian cross-breed goat with a history of chronic 
anorexia and intermittent regurgitation after eating food or drinking water was referred to the 
Veterinary Clinic. 
Clinical Findings- In clinical examination, persistent fever, swelling of distal portion of the 
neck, clinical evidence of laryngeal and pharyngeal dysfunction was detected. 
Treatment and Outcome- A fiberoptic endoscopic examination and positive-contrast 
radiography revealed megaesophagus. The animal was not treated because of postoperative 
complications. 
Clinical Relevance- Megaesophagus is a dilatation and atony of the body of the esophagus 
which occurs sporadically in animals and rarely in ruminants. 
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Case Description 
 
A 2-years-old female Iranian cross-breed goat with a history of chronic anorexia, weight loss and 
intermittent regurgitation after eating food or drinking water was referred to the Veterinary Clinic 
of Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.  
 
Clinical Findings 
 
In clinical examination, swelling of the distal portion of the neck (figure 1), mild recurrent bloat, 
discomfort and clinical evidence of laryngeal and pharyngeal dysfunction was observed. Body 
temperature, heart and respiratory rates were normal. Hematological indices, including packed 
cell volume, total and differential WBC count and total RBC were normal. A fiberoptic 
endoscopic examination and positive-contrast radiography (figure 2) revealed dilatation of two 
part of esophagus, one in the cranial part of thoracic inlet and other in before base of the heart 
which could be mean presence of megaesophagus.  
 
Treatment and Outcome 
 
Because of poor prognosis and  post operative complications, surgical treatment did not perform. 
The owner of animal did not allow any necropsy. The animal died after 1 month. 
 

Figure 1. Swelling of the distal portion of the neck in 
affected goat. 

 
 

Figure 2. Positive-contrast radiograph, dilatation of distal 
portion of esophagus. 

 
Discussion 
 
Megaesophagus is a dilatation and atony of the body of the esophagus usually associated with 
asynchronous function of the esophagus and caudal esophageal sphincter. It occurs sporadically 
in animals and rarely in ruminants. It is usually a congenital condition, causing regurgitation and 
aspiration pneumonia. A mild esophagitis has been observed in some cases and congenital 
stenosis of the esophagus in a foal has been associated with megaesophagus1. Megaesophagus 
has been reported in goat, cattle, horse, cat and dog2-11.  Based on author’s knowledge there is not 
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any report about of megaesophagus in Iranian cross-breed goat. Megaesophagus has been 
reported in association with pharyngeal trauma and resultant involvement of the vagus, as well as 
hiatal hernia12. In present case the etiology was unknown.  
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  چكيده
  

  :وس با علت ناشناخته در يك رأس بزگزارش يك مورد مگاازوفاگ
  مشاهدات باليني و پرتونگاري

  
  داريوش وثوق اصغر مظفري، علي 

  

  .ايران, كرمان, دانشگاه شهيد باهنر كرمان, دانشكده دامپزشكي, گروه علوم درمانگاهي
  

يك بز نژاد ايراني مخلوط ماده با  تاريخچه بي اشتهايي مزمن و برگشت متناوب مايعات و مواد غذايي بعد از خوردن  - توصيف بيمار
  .امپزشكي دانشگاه شهيد باهنر كرمان ارجاع گرديدغذا و مايعات به كلينيك دانشكده د

  .در معاينه باليني تب ، اتساع قسمت پاييني مري، علائم باليني اختلال در عمل حلق و حنجره مشخص گرديد - افته هاي بالينيي
 .معاينه توسط يك اندوسكوپ و راديوگرافي ناحيه مشخص كرد كه ضايعه مورد نظر يك مگاازوفاگوس مي باشد -درمان و نتيجه آن

  .به علت عوارض ناشي از جراحي درمان انجام نشد
مگاازوفاگوس اتساع و آتوني مري مي باشد كه به صورت انفرادي در حيوانات رخ مي دهد و در نشخواركنندگان به   -كاربرد باليني

 .درت رخ ميدهدن
  لوژي و بالينيراني، مگاازوفاگوس ، علائم راديوبز نژاد آميخته اي -كليد واژگان
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