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Abstract

Case Description- A 2-years-old female Iranian cross-breed goat with a history of chronic
anorexia and intermittent regurgitation after eating food or drinking water was referred to the
Veterinary Clinic.

Clinical Findings- In clinical examination, persistent fever, swelling of distal portion of the
neck, clinical evidence of laryngeal and pharyngeal dysfunction was detected.

Treatment and Outcome- A fiberoptic endoscopic examination and positive-contrast
radiography revealed megaesophagus. The animal was not treated because of postoperative
complications.

Clinical Relevance- Megaesophagus is a dilatation and atony of the body of the esophagus
which occurs sporadically in animals and rarely in ruminants.
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Case Description

A 2-years-old female Iranian cross-breed goat with a history of chronic anorexia, weight loss and
intermittent regurgitation after eating food or drinking water was referred to the Veterinary Clinic
of Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

Clinical Findings

In clinical examination, swelling of the distal portion of the neck (figure 1), mild recurrent bloat,
discomfort and clinical evidence of laryngeal and pharyngeal dysfunction was observed. Body
temperature, heart and respiratory rates were normal. Hematological indices, including packed
cell volume, total and differential WBC count and total RBC were normal. A fiberoptic
endoscopic examination and positive-contrast radiography (figure 2) revealed dilatation of two
part of esophagus, one in the cranial part of thoracic inlet and other in before base of the heart
which could be mean presence of megaesophagus.

Treatment and Outcome

Because of poor prognosis and post operative complications, surgical treatment did not perform.
The owner of animal did not allow any necropsy. The animal died after 1 month.

/ , -

Figure 1. Swelling of the distal portion of the neck in

Figure 2. Positive-contrast radiograph, dilatation of distal
affected goat. portion of esophagus.

Discussion

Megaesophagus is a dilatation and atony of the body of the esophagus usually associated with
asynchronous function of the esophagus and caudal esophageal sphincter. It occurs sporadically
in animals and rarely in ruminants. It is usually a congenital condition, causing regurgitation and
aspiration pneumonia. A mild esophagitis has been observed in some cases and congenital
stenosis of the esophagus in a foal has been associated with megaesophagus®. Megaesophagus
has been reported in goat, cattle, horse, cat and dog®™’. Based on author’s knowledge there is not
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any report about of megaesophagus in Iranian cross-breed goat. Megaesophagus has been
reported in association with pharyngeal trauma and resultant involvement of the vagus, as well as
hiatal hernia?. In present case the etiology was unknown.

References

1. Radostits OM, Gay CC, Blood DC. Veterinary medicine. 9" Ed. Philadelphia: W.B.
Saunders Co, 2000; 193.

2. Parish SM, Middleton JR, Baldwin TJ. Clinical megaoesophagus in a goat with thymoma.
Vet Rec 1996;139:94.

3. Vestweber JG, Leipold HW, Knighton RG. Idiopathic megaesophagus in a calf: clinical
and pathologic features. J Am Vet Med Assoc 1985;187:1369-1370.

4. Ross CE, Rebhun WC. Megaesophagus in a cow. J Am Vet Med Assoc 1986;188:623-624.

5. Anderson NV, Vestweber JG, Voisin AJ, et al. Hiatal hernia and segmental
megaesophagus in a cow. J Am Vet Med Assoc 1984;184:193-195.

6. Ndikuwera J, Odiawo GO, Usenik EA. Idiopathic megaesophagus in a pregnant heifer.
Vet Rec 1990;126:165-166.

7. Ulutas B, Sarierler M, Bayramli G, et al. Macroscopic findings of idiopathic congenital
megaoesophagus in a calf. Vet Rec 2006;158:26.

8. Murray MJ, Ball MM, Parker GA. Megaesophagus and aspiration pneumonia secondary
to gastric ulceration in a foal. J Am Vet Med Assoc 1988;192:381-383.

9. Maddison JE, Allan GS. Megaesophagus attributable to lead toxicosis in a cat. J Am Vet
Med Assoc 1990;197:1357-1358.

10. Shimamura S, Shimizu M, Kobayashi M, et al. Megaesophagus was complicated with
Billroth | gastroduodenostomy in a cat. J Vet Med Sci 2005;67:935-937

11. Holland CT, Satchell PM, Farrow BR. Vagal esophagomotor nerve function and
esophageal motor performance in dogs with congenital idiopathic megaesophagus. Am J
Vet Res 1996;57:906-913.

12. Smith BP. Large animal internal medicine. 2" ed. Philadelphia: WB Saunders Co, 1996;

96

823-825.

1JVS Vol.: 2 No.: 4 Year: 2007



od..i?

5 ool S o alial cde by oS lie3l5e 8,00 S b3S
&g s 5 il Slamline

G99 gl (s shlae yhol e
Olrlhole,S hole,S el apd oRuils , Sijuals 0uSisls , 2Kk o pole 0,5

0997 3l dmr (@laé Blge 5 Slule glitie CiS g eje 2l (2 4z )b b esle bglie (Sl ol5 5 S - Jlewy o
0,5 el )l le,S il agd olSidls (S el oaSlisls SadS 4 Slule g 132

0,5 patise oy g Bl Jos ;o LS b (WMo (5 0 sl Ceond gLl ol anlee o - il (sla assly
2l (oo oS Bg3IKe S i 3590 amls 45 35 atiine 4>l (SIS 0l) 5 0sShgail o bawgs ablee — o] i g loye
s plel Hleye (2l 5l sab B )lee e a

4 QBUES gt )3 g wms oo &) Sl o 3l jgo 4 oS Wil o0 g0 ST 5 gLl TR — (il oS
By Dy

sl 5 hlsoly oo ¢ sTlg3lISe ¢ Sl sl ol 52 - S5y wuls

1JVS Vol.: 2 No.: 4 Year: 2007 97



	00 Instruction
	01 Dr. Eltookhy
	02 Dr. Saifzadeh
	03 Dr. Eslaminejad
	04 Dr. Sharifi
	05 Dr. Dehghani
	06  Dr. Bakhtiari
	07 Dr. Shahabaddin
	08 Dr. Abarkar
	09 Dr. Dehghani
	10 Dr. Shojaei
	11 Dr. Mosalanejad
	12 Dr. Mozaffari



